
I]EIIO.RE THE BOARD OF COUIWY COT,IMISSIONERS

b-oR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

fn the l{atter of an Ordinance
Requirinq Food Handler's Permits ORDIMNCE NO. 89-3

)

)

)

Ihe Board of County Conunissioners for Colunbia County, Ore<;on ordains as
follows:

.SECTION I. AUTHORI'TY.

this ordinance is adopted pursuant Eo ORS 203.035.

SEC'fIOI{ 2. TITLE.

'fhis ordinance shall be known as Ordirrance No. B9-3.

SECTION 3. PT]RPO.SE.

The purpose of this ordinance is to help prevent the sprea<1 of
cqnrnunicable diseases in Coluunbia County by requiring footl handlers to have a
basic knowledge of sanitany principles and the proper procedures and pract,ices
involved in the preparation, handling and service of foorJ.

SECTION. 4. DEFINI'IIONS.

As used in this ordinance, the following definitions apply:

A. Communicable disease: Any disease bhat may be transferred from
person to person or frcrn foo<l to person under the conditions
encountered in a food service facility.

B. Department: The blr-mbia Counby Health Department or other entity
specifically desiqnated by the Boartl to provide public health or'
ccrrununity heal.th services to the citizens of Coltmbia County.

C. Enployer: Any individual, sole proprietor, firm, partnership,
cor;nration, srnpany, joint stock association, fraternal, social or
religious organization, or otlrer legal entity, that owns, operates or
manages a focxl service facility, that utilizes, anploys or supervises
food handlers.

D. Food: Any ravr, cooked or processed edible substance, beverage or
ingredient used or intended for use in whole, or in part, for hunan
consumption.
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E. Food lhndler: Any person e+ployed or wol"king in, or applying fori
employrnent or work in, a food service facility, and any employer- or
imminent employer of such person, who prepares, handles or serves
foocl. this definition includes tan;rorary anployees, part-time
employees and volunteers who work in food service facilities.

F. Food Handlerrs ter,mit: A permit issued by the Department indicating
that the recipient has taken a class and passed an examination in Lhe
safe and sanitary preparation, handling and service of foorl.

G. Food Service Facility: Any place wher"e fqxl is prepared and intended
for individual portion service, and includes the site at which
individual lnrtions are provide<i. The term includes any such place
regardless of whether consumption is on or off the premises and
regardless of whether thene is a charge for the food. Ttre tenn also
includes delicatessen-type operations that prepare foo<l intended for
individual pcrbion service. The term doras not include private homes
where food is prepared on served for individual farnily consurnption,
retail food stores, the location of food vending machines, and supply
vehicles.

1. The ter,m includes "restaurants", "ternporary restaurants",
"lirnited service restaurants" and "bed and breakfast facilities"
as those terms are deFined in ORS 624.0f0.

2 Notwithstandirg the exclusion stated in ORS 624.010(3)(b), the
tenn also includes school lunch roorrts where food is prepared,
hantlled or served for school and/on cormurrity activibies.

3. The term does not apply to Lhe folLowing:

a An estahrlishment where food is prepared and served by a
fraLernal, social or religious organization only bo its own
members and guests.

A food product prcnrotion where only a sample of a food or
foods is offered to dernonstrate the characteristics of the
focxl proriuct. For the purpJses of this graragraph, a sample
shal,l not inclutie a meal, an individual hot dish or a whole
sandwich.

A private residencer oE parL thereof, incltxling Lhe
grounds, areas and facilities hel<l out for the use of the
occuprants generally, for which a special retail beer or
special retail wine license is issued under ORS 471.290 fov
a perioJ not exceeding one day.

SbL-'ffON 5. SCOPE OF ORDINANCE.

'rhis ordinance shall apply bo all unincorporated areas of Colunbia
County, but shall not apply inside the limits of any incorprcrated city in
Colunbia County unless it has specifically consented to the provisions of this

b

c
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ordinance. References to Colunbia County made herein shall not rnean areas
within the liLnits of incorproratecl cities unless they have so consenteri.

SECTION 6. PERMITS RECIJIRED.

A. Except as otherwise specifically pennitbed by this ortlinancer ho
person shall prepare, handle or serve food in food service facilities
within Colunbia County without having first applied for and received
a food handlerts permit under this ordinance. All food hancllers must
have the permit on their person or on the preinises while preparing,
handling or servinq foorl in food service facilities in Columbia
Oounty.

B fn order to be eli.gible for a foo<l handlerrs permit., a fo<rl hanrller
must:

1. Attend a class on foorl handlirrg practices;
2. Pass an examination in the saEe and sanitary preparation,

handling and service of food; and
3. Pay Lhe fee as provided for by this ordinance.

C. A food handlerr s permit is exclusive to the permit.tee ancl may not be
transferred Lo another individual. A food handler holding a vatid
pennit, may work in any foorl service facility in columbia county.

f). litrotwithstandinq subsection A abover €roy valid current foocl hantllerrs
permit obtained frcxn any jurisdiction in the the State of Oregon
sharl be valid in coluunbia oounty until its dabe oli expiration.

E. Notwithstanding subsection A above, fraternal, religious or social
organizations serving the general public rnay utilize volunteers who
do not have a focd hand.ler's permit as long as a ratio of one (r)
food handler with a permit for every ten (10) food handlers without a
permit is present at the time of service to train and/or supervise
such volunteers.

SECTIOIiI. '1. CLASS AND EXAI"IIMTIOT{.

A. The Department. shall conduct, on a monthly basis, a class tlesigned to
educate food handlers in the safe and sanitary preparation, hanclting
and service of food. Such classes shall be offerecl at various
locations in the county to facilitate accessibility.

B. The Department. shall present at the end of each class, or as needed,
examinations in which foql handlers may clenronstrate their knowledge
of the safe and sanitary preparation, handling arxl service of food.

SEC IONI B. FEE.

A fee for the fo<xl handler's permit shall be set by order or resolution
of the Board of County Cornnissioners for Columbia County. The Boar<l shalt
consider the reconmendations of the Restaurant Advisory Conmittee before
setting or changinq the fee.
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' snctrom 9. TrME 'Itl oBTATN pERMrr.

A. All food handlers roorking or ernployed on the effective date of this
ordinance in a food service faci.lity shall obtain a food handler'rs
pennit no more than sixty (60) consecutive calendar days after the
effective date of this ordinance.

B. Food handlers who obtain employment or begin working in a food
service facility after the effective date of this ordinance who do
not already have a valid foo<1 handlerrs permit shall obtain a permit
no more than sixty (60) consecutive calentlar days after: the date of
first beginning work or emplolrnent.

C. No ernployer shall employ or allow any person to work as a food
handleri in a food service facility at any time after sixt.y (60)
consecutive calendar days frcrn the date of first beginning work or
employrnent unless the food handler has obtained a food hancller's
plennit as reguired by this orclinance.

D. Nothrithstanding subsections B and C of this section, fraternal,
social or religious organizations must meet the ratio reguirernents of
Section 6E above for: any evenL involving the service of food to the
general public which occurs more than sixty (60) consecutive calendar
days after the eEfective date of bliis ordinance.

SECTION }0. RENEWAL OF PERMIT.

A food handler' s permit shall expire two (21 years frorn the date of
issuance. fn order to continue employment or work without interruption, the
food handler must apply for a renewal of the permit pri.or to its expiration
date. fn order to gualify for renewal, the food handler must attend another
class' pass an examination and pay a fee as provided in Sections 6,7 and B
above.

SECTION 11. M',IIVIUNICABLE DISAASES.

No person with a comnunicable disease shall prepare, handle or serve focxl
for public consuunption nor shal.l any anployer knowingl.y allow any person so
afflicted to prepare, handle or serve food.

SECTION 12. REVOCATION OT- PERMIT.

A foorl handlerrs permit may be revoked by the County after a heanirrg if
subsbantial evidence exists indicating repeated or continuous violations of
accepted practices and procedures of foorl preparation, handling on service.

SECTION 13. ENFORCEMENT.

Columbia County may enforce Lhe tesns of this ordinance as providecl for
by ORS 30.315 and 203.065. Any person who violates this ordinance shall be

7 subject to the p:enalties provided for by ORS 203.065.

ORDINANCE NO. B9-3 Paqe 4.



SECIION 14. NONLIABILI'TY.

Excepb as provided in Sections 12 and 13 above, there shall be no
additional liability irnposed or implied by this ordinance against any en1:loyer
or food handler for violation of this oridinance. No prerson except Colunbia
County, its officers, aqents and ernployees shall have standing to assert a
violation of this ordinance before any court of law except the Board of County
Cormissioner-s of Colunbia County, Oreqon.

SECTIOII 15. SEVERABILITY.

If any pr,ovision of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or
unconstitutional by any court of ccnpebent jurisdiction, such prcrtion shall he
deqned a sepanate, distinct and indeperdent provision and such holdirgs shall
not affect the validity of the renaining gnrtions thereof.

SECTION 16. EMERGENCY CI,AUSE.

Ihis ordinance hreirg inunediately necessary to maintain the public health,
safety and welfare, an emerqency is declared to exist and this ordinance shall
take effect on Ivlarch 1, 1989.

AmPfED this tsur day of Febmarrr , r989.

BOARD OF COUNTY COI,IMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

By:

( ), / t/'
First Reaclirrg: 02:15-89
Second Reading: 02-15-89
Effective Date: 03-01-89

Attest:

By:
Record

By:

By:

Ccnm oner

Ccrnn
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